[ etters From Prison

To Partners of MINTS Seminary In-Prison

“Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in
prison, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.”

Hebrews 13:3




Dear Partners of MINTS Seminary In-Prison,

The following pages in this booklet are letters written by our brothers behind bars expressing their
gratitude for your support of my ministry with MINTS Seminary In-Prison. As an evangelist and
seminary professor with MINTS it is my mission to bring the light of the gospel to one of the darkest
corners of our world — prisons. As the inmates will tell you in their letters, life in prison is a living
hell. It is a place of loneliness, hostility and chaos. A place where men are stripped of their digrity,
where kindness is looked upon as weakness, and where evil is glorified.

It is in this grim environment that the Lord has called me to share the love and mercy of God through
Jesus Christ. As you read their letters you will discover how the gospel has transformed these once
violent criminals into passionate disciples of Jesus who are now walking in grace. While serving
their sentence, they are now serving Jesus by sharing the gospel with their fellow inmates and showing
acts of kindness in a cruel, thankless and selfish environment. As a result of their witness to Jesus, a
gospel movement is growing behind these prison walls. The chaplains and wardens at both prisons
where I teach have witnessed the gospel-transformation in the inmates and expressed their support
and gratitude for the ministry of MINTS Seminary In-Prison.

The prophet Isaiah wrote, “The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed
me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim
freedom for the captives and release from darkness the prisoners” (Isaiah 61:1-3). Because of your
support of this ministry, I have witnessed the words of Isaiah at work in the lives of these men.
Whenever I perform The Gospel of Mark or teach a seminary class to the inmates, I get to watch
prisoners being released from the darkness that surrounds them and brought into the glorious light of
Jesus Christ. Many of the letters that you read in this booklet will attest to the transforming power of the
gospel in the lives of these inmates.

Upon completing their degree with MINTS and serving their time in prison, many of my students
want to return to their communities and serve as pastors, evangelists, youth ministers, chaplains, and
urban missionaries. Instead of returning to a life of crime, like most prisoners when released, these
men will be living a life for Christ! A wonderful testimony to the power of the gospel!

As you read these letters, I would kindly ask that you take a moment to pray for each inmate. Ask
God to bless his study of Scripture, both during class and in his cell. Pray that the Lord gives him
the confidence and compassion to share the gospel with fellow inmates in both word and deed. I
would also ask that you would pray for me and my ministry to these inmates. Pray that the Lord
would open the eyes of my heart to His grace and truth as I study the Scriptures and prepare each
class. Please pray that as I travel performing The Gospel of Mark in prisons that the Lord would open
the hearts of those who don’t know of the Father’s love. Lastly, please pray that I would receive the
necessary funds to carry on this mission of bringing the Good News of Jesus Christ to our brothers
behind bars.

Your Brother in Christ,

Chris Coppolo
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You have received a JPAY letter, the fastest way to get mail

From @ THEODORE

To: christopher macarthur, |

Date : 6M16/2022 4.07:14 PMEST, Letter ID: Parent Letter ID:
Location : .

Housing :

Theodore

Dade Correctional Institution
19000 SW 377th Street
Florida City, FL 33024-6407

June 18, 2022
Dear MINTS Seminary In-Prison Supporters:

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your generous support of Reverend Coppolo’s prison ministry with
MINTS.

‘Your generosity offers me the availability of courses to pursue my MA degree. Without your support | would never be
able 1o afford this pursuit. In prison it is imperative for an individual to focus on the Kingdom of God and never let his
eye wander. Contrary to what you may believe the prison system is a cesspool of depravity, violence, and
lawlessness. It is a filthy, disgusting moral vacuum where self help, character building and hope must be self
generated.

In taking Reverend Coppolo's course on the Gospel of Mark it gives me the time to fully immerse myself in the
inspired word of God. His vast theological knowledge allows him to open thought provoking and potentially life
changing discussions during class. The well ordered homework allows each student to spend an additional 3 hours
weekly per class attended immersed in the Bible.

| have been in prison for thirty years. | am serving a life sentenca for a murder | am a former
career law anforcement officer. | was a Homicide Supervsor | Sergeant) with the then named Metro Dade Police
Department here in Miami. At the same time | was employed in law enforcement | was also a commissioned member
of the Army reserve.

Because of the generosity of people such as yourselves | eamed both an AA and BA degree in Biblical studies while
at another prison. Now you are affording me this opportunity which | really appreciate.

As a parole eligible inmate | can show the authorities that | try to use my time productively while incarcerated by
showing my progress and grades in the MINTS program.

We get very little outside entertainment within the confines of these walls. Yet, once again your suppaort allowed us to
attend a performance of Reverend Coppolo's performance of The Gospel of Mark. His ability to memorize an entire
gospel is amazing but the way he brings it to life is awe inspiring. Some will never read the Bible but for those blessed
to be in the audience that evening this man brought this book of the Bible to life. His performance was so riveting that
| felt | was back in the holy land in the time that Christ preached tiestitessik

‘You may never realize the impact and life changing potential your support of this prison ministry has but | will tell you
from personal experience YOU are changing lives and hearts and you are doing it for the King!

Thank you for your continued support of an element of society that many shun. The prisons are fertile grounds for
developing soldiers for Christ and you are backing the right shepherd to tend this unruly flock,

Itis hard to fully express my gratitude in words but thank you ever so much.

Yours in Christ ——]

Theodare B

JPaYy Tell your friends and family to visit www. jpay.com to write letters and send money!
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Rev. Chris Coppolo is an ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church of America (PCA) and is serving as a
full-time missionary with MINTS Seminary In-Prison working as an evangelist and seminary professor to
prison inmates. As an evangelist Chris travels to state prisons performing his one-man drama The Gospel of
Mark. As a seminary professor, Chris teaches seminary classes to inmates at both Dade and Homestead
Correctional Institute and Everglades Correctional Institute.

As a full-time missionary, Chris’ financial support comes from ministry partners of MINTS Seminary In-Prison.
You can financially support Chris and his prison ministry at MINTS by mail or online via Paypal.

By check, please make payable to MINTS, in memo please write ‘Coppolo - Prison Ministry’ and mail to:
MINTS | 1050 Southwest Mockingbird Drive | Port Saint Lucie, FL 34986

To give online via Paypal please visit MINTS Seminary website at: www.mints.edu.

Important: After entering amount on PayPal, click on "Add a note to your donation” and write: ‘Coppolo -
Prison Ministry’

For inquiries, please email Chris at chris@mints.edu or by phone 305.898.0762

For more information of Chris’ drama ministry and The Gospel of Mark please scan QR code below or visit
https://thewordonstage.org SCAN HERE

Chris performing The Gospel of Mark to inmates at Walker State Prison, GA and Everglades Prison, FL




